
Energy Equity 101



2006-2014; 
~18B in federal 

tax credits

How much was 
received by:

Richest 10% ?? 

Bottom 60% ??



2006-2014; 
~18B in federal 

tax credits

How much was 
received by:

Richest 10% ?? 
$10.8B 

Bottom 60% ??
$1.8B

36X less 







Pillars of Energy 
Equity



Who is 
vulnerable, who 

is privileged, and 
how?

Who is at the 
table? 

What voice and 
power do they 

have in 
influencing 

planning, 
decision-making, 

and 
implementation? 

Who bears the 
brunt of the 

burdens? 
Who benefits 

and how? 

How can we 
rectify past 

injustices 
caused by the 

energy system 
and prevent 

future harms? 



Recognition Equity
Who is vulnerable, who is privileged, and how?



Common Recognition Variables



Defining disadvantaged communities in NY





“numbers 
cannot tell 
the whole 
story of a 

community”



Procedural Equity
Who is at the table? What voice and power do they have?



Move toward shared collaboration and 
shared leadership



Plan activities that meet the needs of all



600+ Existing & 
Proposed 
Actions

Consolidate duplicate actions, 
remove actions not inline with 

community priorities from Phase 
1 Engagement

Consolidate
Remove actions not inline with 

community priorities from Phase 
2 Engagement 

Narrow

250+ 
Potential 
Actions

Prioritize actions that meet 
environmental, social, 

economic, and 
administrative goals

Prioritize
Present actions to 

community members, 
partners, and city officials 

for refinement

Refine

100 
Target

Actions

55
Priority 
Actions

40-50
Final 

Actions

Help people locate themselves in the 
process



 

Share what we heard



Share who participated



Share who participated



Elevate underrepresented voices



Circling back to fill in gaps



Distributive Equity
Who bears the brunt of the burdens? Who benefits and how? 



2006-2014; 
~$18B in 

federal tax 
credits

How much was 
received by:

Richest 10% ?? 
$10.8B 

Bottom 60% ??
$1.8B

36X less 



Distribution of energy burdens by 
race



Energy 
burden
disparities



Energy 
burdens
among 
low-income 
households



Principles of 
Distributive 
Equity



Metrics for internal equity



Restorative Equity
How can we rectify past injustices caused by the energy system 
and prevent future harms? 





A brainstorming session from the EEP 
framework restorative justice workgroup



Sub-Dimensions of Restorative Equity





Preventative Measures
Alongside the other pillars of energy equity, restorative justice can prevent future 

harm, challenging decision makers to identify potential for future harm and put 

preventative measures in place, like:

- Environmental and Social Impact assessments
- Social License to Operate
- Energy Financial Reserve Obligation
- Utility Business Model Reform
- Performance Incentive Mechanisms
- Independent Power Producer and similar policies



Communities Voice Fair share Structural 
change


